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Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence

ACTIONAILLIANCE





Implementing a Statewide Dating & Sexual Violence Prevention and Services Program for Colleges and Universities
What is the issue?

Sexual assault and dating violence remain a significant problem on campuses across Virginia and in the nation as a whole:
· The National Violence Against Women Survey of 1998 indicated that 83 percent of rape victims were under 25 years old when they were assaulted.
· In 2000, Bonnie Fisher’s Sexual Victimization of College Women survey estimated that colleges with 10,000 students might expect more than 350 rapes per year
· Half of all stalking victims are between the ages of 18 and 29 years old, and women ages 16 to 24 years experience the highest rate of domestic violence and victimization, according to the Bureau of Justice Statistics
The vast majority of victims never seeks help and never come forward, so these statistics actually underestimate the full extent of the problem.
The Internet and advances in technology bring about a new range of threats that we have only begun to consider and explore solutions for prevention and victim services.  Internet stalking and offenders identifying and targeting victims through online chat rooms are just two of the recent trends that have been noticed by advocates on campuses across Virginia.  

Many campuses in Virginia have been working to develop prevention programs and direct services for victims of sexual and dating violence.  However, these programs are often under funded, and there is no infrastructure to support the sharing of resources and best practices among programs.  Further, while federal guidelines exist, there is no protocol describing how sexual and dating violence cases should be handled on campuses, so campuses may interpret the guidelines differently and apply them inconsistently.  Previously, when a statewide coordinator position existed at the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV), this coordinator was able to promote consistency and encourage cooperation, collaboration, and information sharing among the colleges and universities throughout Virginia.  This position, however, was funded solely through private grants and was eliminated in 1997.

What does VSDVAA want to do?

VSDVAA supports the recommendation from a 2004 study conducted by the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) at the request of the General Assembly, which examined and reported on the statewide response to sexual violence in Virginia (Senate Document No. 18), that “The General Assembly should consider appropriating funds for a statewide position to promote consistency and encourage cooperation, collaboration, and information sharing on sexual assault among colleges and universities in Virginia.”  
A statewide coordinator could provide examples of best practices in sexual assault and dating violence prevention and service delivery from campuses across the state, could assist campuses in developing or reviewing protocols to ensure that they meet state and national standards, and could provide training on response to and prevention of sexual assault and dating violence on campus.  
Statewide collaboration would also demonstrate that Virginia and its colleges and universities are proactively addressing sexual and dating violence on campus – one of students’ and parents’ biggest fears – and are focusing our collective efforts on preventing victimization on our campuses.
What is our goal?

College students are at a particular risk of experiencing sexual and/or dating violence.  VSDVAA wants an increase in communications and collaborations among Virginia’s campuses to ensure that successful programs are in place to educate the campus community about sexual and dating violence and to prevent future incidents of such violence.  VSDVAA also wants to ensure that appropriate and effective services are available to students who experience sexual or dating violence while in school.  A statewide program for campuses is the most efficient and effective means of accomplishing this goal.

For more information, contact Jennifer Woolley at VSDVAA

434-979-9002
866-3-VSDVAA
jwoolley@vsdvalliance.org
