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Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence

ACTIONAILLIANCE





Support Programs to Prevent Sexual and Domestic Violence
What is the issue?

The General Assembly will be reviewing several bills this session and will consider spending millions of dollars to expand and enhance sex offender management programs in Virginia in an effort to prevent recidivism.  While this is a worthy goal, sex offender management programs are primarily reactive in nature – they are only implemented once an offense has taken place and a person has been victimized.  In addition, the Commonwealth spends millions of dollars in responding to cases of sexual and domestic violence for law enforcement, prosecution, sex offender management systems, crisis intervention services, and other services necessary to respond to these acts.  Many of Virginia’s sexual assault crisis centers and domestic violence programs provide what are known as “primary prevention” programs, programs that are intended to prevent sexual and domestic violence before it happens.  Implementing primary prevention programs could avert many of these costs and prevent Virginia’s citizens from experiencing the traumatic victimization of sexual or domestic violence.

Sexual and domestic violence primary prevention programs use the public health approach promoted and funded by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  While it is a relatively new approach to preventing sexual and domestic violence, the concept has been utilized for decades on other public health issues, such as disease, substance abuse, and smoking.  The basic premise of primary prevention is that we shouldn’t wait for someone to be victimized before we respond to the problem of sexual and domestic violence.  Rather, we should determine the root causes of sexual and domestic violence and try to prevent perpetration from happening in the first place.  

Unfortunately, unlike issues of disease, substance abuse and smoking, few resources have been invested in efforts to understand why this problem exists and to develop programs to prevent perpetration.  In fact, to date, the Commonwealth has invested no funds toward the important goal of preventing sexual and domestic violence through primary prevention methods.  

The only source of funding for primary prevention programs comes from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  Virginia receives approximately $1.3 million per year from the CDC to fund statewide sexual violence prevention initiatives by the Virginia Department of Health (VDH), primary prevention programs conducted in communities by local sexual assault crisis centers, and statewide coordination of local prevention efforts by the state coalition.  VDH retains about 25% of these funds.  The remainder is distributed among the 15 of Virginia’s 37 sexual assault crisis centers that currently receive funding for primary prevention initiatives.  The remaining programs and the cities and counties they serve remain without these important programs.  We are requesting that Virginia allocate funds to support existing programs and training to expand understanding and implementation of primary prevention programs in Virginia.

Currently, 13 Virginia communities receive an average grant of $16,000 per year to develop and implement domestic violence primary prevention strategies.  Funding for this program was recently renewed, but included a new requirement that participating communities fund at least one .75 FTE, which would result in a funding shortfall for participating agencies.  To effectively implement primary prevention initiatives in local communities the Alliance and the CDC recommend devoting at least one FTE to each of the communities.  We are requesting funds to make up for this shortfall and to allow to programs can continue and expand upon this important work.
What does VSDVAA want to do?

VSDVAA is requesting funding from the Commonwealth to maintain and expand current sexual and domestic violence prevention initiatives throughout Virginia.  Providing funding for the 22 remaining sexual assault crisis centers to develop and implement primary prevention strategies and the support to provide technical assistance to these programs would require $880,000 per year.  

In order to support at least one FTE in each of the 13 Virginia communities that currently have a domestic violence primary prevention program, $364,000 per year is needed.

The total budget request to support sexual and domestic violence primary prevention programs is $1,244,000 per year.
What is our goal?

Sexual and domestic violence are public health issues.  And, like all public health issues, funding is needed to examine the issue and determine the most effective means to prevent future occurrences.  Investment in sexual and domestic violence primary prevention programs will provide the resources needed to develop and maintain effective primary prevention programs and will ultimately prevent future victimization, providing for safer communities for all Virginians.

For more information, contact Jennifer Woolley at VSDVAA

434-979-9002
866-3-VSDVAA
jwoolley@vsdvalliance.org
